
 
 

Prof M.  Anne Chamberlain, OBE, Hon DSc, FRCP, 
  
Anne Chamberlain has been one most influential figures in the development of rehabilitation 
medicine, and a personal inspiration to many of us.  She has produced a huge body of work 
Some 250 papers and many prizes, and has been instrumental in the development of 
academic rehabilitation research. 

Educated at Northampton High School, Guy’s Hospital, London (First class Hons, Intercalated 
degree in Anatomy, Uni London).  Anne pursued a medical career, with many registrar jobs 
around London, trained in Rheumatology and Rehabilitation, blazing a trail as a young married 
woman, and dealing with frank sexism and patronising behaviour along the way to achieve 
her goals and ambitions.  

She, and her husband Dr David Lintott a Radiologist, moved to Leeds in 1971 as a Senior 
Registrar to Professor Verna Wright and undertook research on Behcet’s Disease in his 
department at a time when they were breaking new ground on sero-negative arthritides. She 
pursued an active career in Rheumatology and Rehabilitation Medicine, with the 
encouragement of Professor Verna Wright and not only developed a specific expertise in 
Behcet’s disease but also decided to develop Rehabilitation Medicine with a strong interest 
in the rehabilitation of people with physical disabilities.   

Taking up the role of Consultant Physician in Rehabilitation Medicine at LGI in 1974, Anne 
started the clinical service at what was an old “IDA” infectious disease hospital with limited 
resources.  Determined to set up the clinical services, she and Dr Vera Neumann 
enthusiastically developed inpatient rehabilitation at a time when few recognised its value.   

Anne’s great strength was an equal commitment to development of rigorous academic 
research in Rehabilitation Medicine alongside the development of Clinical Services. This 
included the specialist Ward 1 unit at Chapel Allerton and the Community Unit at St Marys, 
alongside innovative Community Teams. Anne also saw the potential for partnership with the 
voluntary sector, including working tirelessly as the Chair of the William Merritt Disabled 
Living Centre, Leeds. 

Anne became the Charterhouse Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine in 1988 when the 
Academic Department of Rehabilitation Medicine was set up. Always a strong research leader 
and a nurturer of talent in those around her, many of us would attribute our interest in 
Rehabilitation Medicine research to her strong leadership and kind mentoring.   

Eager to bring a scientific approach to rehabilitation research Anne’s research has broken 
boundaries in numerous fields – performing randomised controlled trials in young adults in 
transition; developing and testing the next generation of drugs for rheumatic conditions; and 
in pioneering rehabilitation for people with conditions formerly thought to be untreatable.  
Under her support and supervision, Leeds has developed into a very strong internationally 
recognised Academic Department of Rehabilitation Medicine.  

 It would not overstate the situation to say that without Anne’s vision Academic Rehabilitation 
Medicine research in the UK would not have been so well established.  It must be recognised 



that Anne was the first to publish rehabilitation research in the leading international medical 
journals, the British Medical Journal (BMJ) and the Lancet. Much of her work remains current, 
continuing to provide a basis for research around the world,  

Under Anne’s  leadership, the department has always fostered international links and in 
combination with close colleagues, the late Prof Bipin Bhakta, and Professor Alan Tennant, 
has developed a strong international flavour of research collaboration, including partnerships 
with academic units Europe, particularly the  Netherlands,  but also Turkey, and South India, 
and subsequently the development of academic training for therapists in Madagascar.  

Anne retired from clinical work and her professorial role in 2007 but working well into 
retirement Anne Chamberlain is Emeritus Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine at Leeds and 
has had a strong leadership presence within the specialty, she has served as adviser to the 
Chief Medical Officer; and President of the British Society of Rehabilitation Medicine; the 
Society of Rehabilitation Research; and the European Academy of Rehabilitation Medicine. 

Anne continues to teach, research, and publish and to advocate the needs of disabled people.  
An inveterate networker, and a connector of people, Anne has inspired many junior 
academics and has had an influential and long-lasting role in helping many colleagues to 
senior roles in the UK and abroad. 

Anne was named Vice-President of the Association of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine of 
Madagascar in recognition of her work in that country. Relentless fundraising as a Co-Director 
of Opt in (Overseas partnership and training Initiative) and Leading the programme of training 
in Rehabilitation for Madagascar and Vice-President of Association de Medicine Physique et 
Rehabilitation de Madagascar (AMPR Mada) has been Anne’s most recent passion and a 
significant body of work.  

Anne’s work has been widely lauded and recognised, in 1998, she was awarded an OBE for 
outstanding services to Rehabilitation. She is also an honorary Fellow of the Royal College of 
Occupational Therapists which is a great honour. I consider it a great privilege for the BSRM 
to honour her with a Life Membership in recognition of her outstanding contribution and I am 
delighted and humbled to write this citation. 
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