
BSRM Honorary Life Member 

 

Mr President, Colleagues & Friends, 

I wish to thank the BSRM for this award of Honorary Life Membership. I am 

honoured and humbled especially when I see the list of previous awardees and 

feel that there are colleagues who may be more deserving.  

While accepting this award I must recognise and acknowledge the part played 

by my colleagues from the Disablement Services Authority, Prosthetic Services 

for those who do not know the history, when some 40 of us were transferred in 

the late 80’s from the DoH to the NHS – a rather traumatic transfer at the time 

when we had to apply for our old jobs but it was also the single significant and 

major development for the small specialty of Rehabilitation Medicine – some 40 

new consultant appointments to a specialty that at the time had only about 10 

or 15, opening up of new regional centres funded by the Disablement Services 

Authority and setting up of ad hoc specialty training programs for us that has 

formed the framework of new and now current  SpR training schemes. Most of 

us were fellows of the surgical colleges and it was with the help of visionaries 

like Professors Lindsay McLellan and Anne Chamberlain, who played a leading 

role in the developments at the time and since then.  

It is significant that it is a recognition from our adopted speciality. Rehabilitation 

Medicine was the second choice of a career for most of us. It is natural that as I 

approached retirement, I wondered what life would have been like if I stayed in 

Orthopaedic Surgery. I suppose I would have earned more money but at this 

stage I feel that in Rehabilitation Medicine, with the people and the influence 

made, I have lived a richer life. 

Thank you and with all good wishes to you and the specialty through difficult 

times ahead. 

Rajiv Hanspal 

 


